





ANNEXURE IMS

AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLAINANT:  ISAAC MTHUTHUZELI SKOSANA 

I, the undersigned

ISAAC MTHUTHUZELI SKOSANA 

do hereby make oath and state that: 

1. I am an adult male residing in Johannesburg.  I am married according to customary law and I have two young sons who are 13 and 8 years old.  I am a complainant in the complaint submitted in terms of section 49B(2)(b) and section 8(a) of the Competition Act to the Competition Commission about the conduct of GlaxoSmithKline and Boehringer-Ingelheim and others regarding the high prices of various antiretroviral drugs.  

2. The allegations contained in this affidavit are true and correct and, save where the context indicates otherwise, are within my personal knowledge. 

3. Should the Competition Commission wish to contact me during the course of its investigation, I can be contacted through my legal representatives the AIDS Law Project, situated at 1 Jan Smuts Avenue, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg.  Their telephone number is (011) 717 8600.

4. In 1996 I got very ill and fell into a coma. I was told by a counsellor at a hospital in the East Rand that I am living with HIV. At first I did not want to believe that I am living with HIV. After I was counselled and trained I accepted that I am living with HIV. After I got ill I left my job as a fire technician because I felt I had nothing to live for. I then started an organisation called ‘Tsakane Vision for Life’ – a support group for people living with HIV.    I also volunteered as a counsellor and trainer at the hospital where I was first tested for HIV. I also assisted with awareness projects at the hospital.

5. In 1997 and on World AIDS Day, I publicly disclosed my HIV status. There was an event at a Johannesburg taxi rank and I spoke about my status.      

6. In 1998 I was voted the runner up in the Anglo-Vaal - Sowetan youth leader of the year. I joined the AIDS Consortium and the  National Association of People Living with HIV/Aids in the same year. 

7. I joined the Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) in 1999 as a volunteer. I am still an activist and full time member of the TAC. In 2000, I resigned from my position as East Rand Chairperson of NAPWA. 

8. In 2000 I was elected to the executive committee of the AIDS Consortium which position I hold to date. 

9. In 2001, I was employed by Life Line in Johannesburg.  When I started I was earning R 1800 per month and now I earn R 4200 per month. I am the main breadwinner for my family which includes looking after my parents, two brothers and one sister and my wife and two children. I pay for rent for my flat in Johannesburg, food, school fees and books and clothes.  I pay for my sister’s tertiary fees. 

10. At Life Line I do telephonic counselling for people living with HIV/AIDS. I like my job but it is also stressful. I try to make a difference in peoples lives. 

11. In June this year I collapsed at work and was admitted to hospital. I was told that my CD4 is 250 and that my sugar level is down.  CD4 is a measure of my white blood cells which shows how badly my immune system has been affected by HIV.  Last year in August I went for a check up – at that time my CD4 was 450. 

12. The doctors have advised me to come for regular check ups to monitor my health. They have told me that they are concerned about my sugar level dropping. The doctors asked me if I knew about antiretroviral (ARV) drugs. I told them that I cannot afford to pay for ARV drugs.  Maybe I would be able to afford the drugs if they were about R 400 - R 500 per month.  I have been told and have read that they cost much more than this and that an appropriate regime wouldn’t be less than about R1300 a month.  
13. I was told by the doctors and I know from my own experience that most people who have a CD4 of 200 or less should be given ARV treatment.  Because of my particular clinical history combined with my count I am advised that I should be on treatment. 

14. At the moment I am not on any ARV treatment. I have thought about trying to go on treatment but the only wall for me is the affordability. If the treatment was available at a cheaper price I would go on treatment. 

15. While I cannot afford treatment I do eat a balanced diet and try to live a healthy lifestyle so that I do not get sick. 

16. What worries me is that recently I have experienced many opportunistic infections– such as boils as well as swollen glands behind my ears. I cannot take time off from work that easily so I have not received treatment for these infections.

17. If I could get treatment I think it would help me. I know people who are on this treatment and they are now stronger and are working and have been able to recover. 

________________________

ISAAC MTHUTHUZELI SKOSANA 

SIGNED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME AT _____________ON THIS THE      _________DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2002, THE DEPONENT HAVING ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE KNOWS AND UNDERTSANDS THE CONTENTS OF THIS AFFIDAVIT, THAT HE HAS NO OBJECTION TO TAKING THE PRESCRIBED OATH AND THAT HE CONSIDERS THE SAME AS BINDING ON HIS CONSCIENCE.

________________________

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS  

.   

