continged fren e page
this igsiwe for more e five vears,

Miny women with HIVEIAIDS become il
during their pregiosey with a range of illiess-
e Women (el temitle goilt when they leam
that they hove transmitied HIY w0 their chil-
dren. A comprelensve moter-to-clild HIW
prevention progremme will allow women ke
make choices about preanoney aid tedr own
health, 11 will give tem eontrol sver tair bod-
iesand Tealth, 1wdll give their eldldren o much
better clizes of being bom in good health,

TAC belicves that the government is
pot only mosally oblized o Dmploment
MTCTP. bt ulso legolly, Government policy
oo MTCTE violates the Tollowing rights.

Govermment:

¥ Denies women with HIVAATDS ansd
thedr elildren sccess 1o healil care servic-
s including, reprodueti ve bealth — {Seetien
2T af e Sauth African constilutiva)

¥ Drenies children bam o wamen with
HIW/AIDS their right 10 basic beal th cane
servites {Section 28}

¥ Drendes women the right to make choices
regarding reprodustion (Sectivn 12)

¥ Diseriminates samns! poor wemen who
s e poblic sselor {Sectian 9)

¥ Digeriminates againg black weanen
gArricon mid Coloured), a majerity of
wharm se the public sector (Section 9

¥ Denies children who are infecied during
and alber rde with BTV, e rght to like
Sectian 11,

¥ Drenies woasen with FIVAATES and their
<hildren the rights & buan dguaty aad
equalily {Sactiens $ & 10}

¥ Viedates the rights of doctors and wirses
in the public sector who have a duly 1o
preaede and maintain a high standasd of
prodessional efhics.

The South African gavernment alin via-
lates @ rmge of internatienal covenants ad
agpeanments on wonen, chaldnen, mee, lile ad
access to health eane serviees.
nce the goverument is failing o lake
ducisive aclion Lo prevent new infictions und 1o
hielp those who alseady live with HIV, TAC
Bielieves that every persen i Senth Africs bas
a censtitutienal and moral duty w0 support this
cont e, It bag called on all Souh Aficans
and cspeeially bealth care workers o slhow
stpport for due legal action. Seae of e people
ond erganisations who bave alreody expressed
teeis solidarity with dds connt case include
rgme i 230 hesalth care professicnals (main-
Ly public secter doctors). the Soulh African
Paediatricians Association, Tn Max Price,
Dean of Heolth Services at the University of
e Witwaterszand and e Sowtheen African
HIV Clinizians Sociely,

MTCTP with
Nevirapine

Is safe and effective

Mother-to-child transmission prevention (MTGTP]
of HIV through the use of Nevirapine is sale, effec-
tive, cheap and sim-
ple to administer.

umerons scienfitic
stodies condusted
- aronnd the world

have demangirsted that 2
single dose each e a math
ar clring labour sl U ler
newborn infonl con redoce 3 +
the chanee o moler-to- %}3?
child trnsmission of HIV s
Ty 7%, even il the infant is breastfed by its HIV-positive mother. By
avedding bresstzeding. it s possible o Qurther reduce the chonee of
Inanamission. However, this is not 2 good stridegy where women <o
nat bave consistent access o infimt formula or clein witer, Womnen
should be cannselled about the choices they fice Tepanding breast-
Feecling, and should b provided with free Tk 7 tey wish 1o nse
it

D Biobin Wond. Principal Medical Specialist for the Provineia
dminigization of the Western Cape has submitted an exgert alidavit
in the TAC laowsudt, in which be examives studies conducted en
MTCTP in the United States, Costn Rica. Thailand. Uganda, Soath
Aftien med elsewlere, as well as the World Health Orgonisaticn
(WHY recommendations. He concludes that B TP with
Mevirapine is safe axd effeciive. Ome excuse wsed by the government
is that the ne: of Nevimpine for MTCTP could produce drng nesis-
ance. Althongh using. Nevirgpane for this produces drigsresistant
FIV im 1 owt of 3 cages, the resistince Gudes away alier a few months,
135 therefiore not of cancer. Why does this worry the govenanent in

any case, when it refuses 10 make
anti-retrovizal thesapy available
L patients in the pub-

AFFIDAVITS FROM WOMEN

SUPPORTING THE COURT CASE AGAINST GOVERNMENT

Busisiwe,29 years
TAG volunteer

Tonstwe, 0 20 vear eld single mother frean Miulen sulaii-
Aed an alfidovil in support of the eourt cese.
1 was antgmatically tested ALV pos-
tve i Conradie ]10!-]]1&" Firelands in
Blay 1999, when my  danghter
omiizd xul]'cml fram variaus iliness-
es sueh as pnewmonia, dianbosa ol
delwelration, T gave bivth oo HIV s
ilive clild ard 1 keep on wondering
wliy, il she could be swed with AZT, 1
am going ke live with this experience
for e rest of ny life. T ghouald have
been told what [ was tested for and if
wanted te be tested for HIV.

10 there was MTCTE progron in
the hospitals where mothers book 1
wiontd have gene thene, Anc 1 doctors
hed given me information about freatment 4o prevent my
baby from getfing infected [would have iied to get i T feel
a progrm ke prevent madbar-to-child lransmission of HIV is
apeal aid lelpful beeause wornen whe emtered Livlo this peo-
gram gave birth 1o healthy babizg

Nomundia

23 yeurs
Khayelitsha,
TAG volunteer

I owas tested HIV
podtive  in Oetober
1990, s very scaned
ol the results but [ kew
belire hand because nyy
aan alrendy lested HIV
pasilive. Aler [ diseov-
ored that my child 1
HIV positive. [ el ter-
ity sl st that 1 v coanmmtied a sin.
By child 35 coming in and ool of hospitals
almost every day. When my baby is sick,
[ partigulerly think i thery was Mother
T Child Trasmission Prevenlon pre-
pranmnes 0 all areas mayke oy
child could be HIV negative. [t is
very painful seeing him .wm_mm, I
think mether fo child prevention
pregramine is ebeaper cempared 1o
whal the government is deing now
taking cane of HIV positive chil-
dren who are aleady sk, [ liave i)
witnesaed this programme as ¢ fee- B3
tive looking at fellow TAC nien-
bers whe bive teir children tested
negative. [t should be implemented
nabiomally.

Vauyani, 30 years
Gugulethu TAC volunteer:

[ any HIY prosdtive. 1 was tested dio Febrwary 1992 and 1 feel
antich betler vow, 10 msskes me sl sy o people T science
Tas made o ol in redueing o risk of mother to child
transmission when in st centres MTCTP progrommes aze e
auailable. Mother-to-child-prevention program sheuld be imple-
mented patiosally. Government should camy out their mesal and
constitionul abligations, moking sure that fhis i= happening.

Pumeza,

24 years
Crossroads

TAG volunteer:

1 was pregnant in
1959 and ut that tme 1
Livesd i Khayelitsha, At
my first Looking at
Michoel Mupongwana
BOLL Khavelitsha they ook three Tocd

Bongiwe, 25 years
TAC volunteer

Breagiwe, a mother Fon Khayelitsha, subsit-
ted am affidadt in the lawsait explaining ler
experiences of an MTCTP programne

[ wins tested FIUY positive in 1999 while 1 wis
tgsls, one of which wos for HIV. 1 tested == proanant, Tlhen: were mes where 1 was going
HIY pasitive on the Sth October 15999, [ =] mad thinking about my life with HI% 1t was
wits given nformatien abouk AXT and todd iy <L1ﬂ'luull 1o gop. 1 wos very much scared thinking atout e health of the
that [ will start te take 3t fron 36 weeks  child T was conyi mg, [ oentered inte the Mother Te Child Trussmisica
il delivery, Aller giving Bath on 2 Prevention program i Ehayelitsha, ad [ was given AZT ab the cighthanosth
December 1 was given fermula milk for  unbl labeur mad delivery. At the age of @ my child zol tested and she Lested
o year, My baby started o get sick ad - negative,

she was tested for HIV. bul results were By giving AZT or Nevirapine to HI'V positive pregnant mothers. flse mte
pegative. Anelisa (my ehild) bad w0 be of HIW ransnission Meny axether 1o clild ean be redvced. [eis cheapes o pre-
gin after nive mendhs ond tested  vent unbom babies from being infected with H1V




