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the derlal syndreme that  1hoss between ages of 20 and 20, Geveransenl sust
enzure it ils pelicies fee up 1 e emargasey
caused by AIDE. or it will fail our people in both
Do and economie terms said Archbishop
Midupgane, The Medicines Research Couil com-
pleted a sady in bay 2000 showing duat HIVAAIDS
15 i Lact e leswding eouse of death amsngst Seuth
Alricans i nwst age categonics. This report Las nol
Been relensed, AL the sime tuse the Suate President

Is BEmpering gavemmenis
raspanse o HINAAIDS,

Dutraued foster mother addresses MPs on death of daughter

hus been repeated]y stating tiat HIVATDS s ool the
leading canse of death — based on seven vear old.
19435 research

COSMTL represemtative, Derrick Cele main-
tained, ATDS las a foge imgsest i one comtre. We
saw the number of our members dying of HIVIAIDS
and we decided to naake a call to the government that
they mu=t slop denying thed HIV and AILES 15 the
ruther one killer.
TAL 15 mstsiing thit
peaple have o right e e
HIWAALDS repeats being
praduced by govern-
et A TAC spakesper-
o saish it wis slear thal
Members of Parlinent
e baring Blitflded by
TP their aeneral ignorance.

SRR Archbishop  Nidungane
“ exploined, there is o
St ] L 01ge every ool al

our disposal, from eduection and prevention 1o treed-
e, o sddress tis national emergency. AL the
e fime TAC bsseed a letler demanding that the
minister relenses the MRC repert by 27 Seplember.
warning that, We are going 1o take firther steps
showld it be necessary,

Faith-based orzanization. ade unions aid TAC
wre commmitled Lo building on ellective alliavee of
eivil sociely to prevent new HIV infoctions aid
engitre (it people with HIVAATDS et hifegeolong-
ing and effective treatment. This includes te devel-
opnent of @ natiosal treatment pla conlaining k-
retroviral therapy.

Interfaith Services:

7 Gctober- Gape Town- 51 Gearges Cathedral,
#1 Dctober- lohurg fGauteny

Thambisa Mhiango is the aunt of Sibongile Mazeka, five, who died of anlhe 1th

001, Just A lew days after Sihonolies death on the The Joint F

Benitoxing Gammilae on i Lif LT ol Sibongile. She had 1o
mourn the death of her sistar Sib alendor ape.

I am Thembisa Constnce Mhlonge
{Bibengiles ount), staying at Zone 16 in
Langa. [ any one of tose mothers whe
are hart, wed 1 soving semething
s be doie to protect owr clildsen
frian HIW SALDIS - saomer the better: 1L
s et easy Lo Jook afler HIV positive
sek child. If Sitangiles mother was
aivenr AET during her pregnancy.
Sikongile would s6ll be alive.

[ want e appesl 10 all heolth-zine-
wotkess o stop thelr pegabve attitede
owards FOV posttive people, Morses
o declors must weat HIV positive
pegde with nespect like other peeple.
Whal we experience frem varieus hos-
pitals really iz not acceplable. Healtl
workers Lol to treal our sick peopls as
i thew are ot human beings. Twas ence

aiven a letter by oo of te diectars o
seid 10 one of the clinics to get [MH 10
prevent Bibongile from getling TH. [
wars fold that TNH 35 out of steck. Just
after that Bibongile was adiited o the
biesgital. 1 felt that land Sibengile been
given INH she would not hove been
adunitted 10 the Dospital. In my opanicn
there should be codenvours o pive them
the sight medicine that fGght against the
HIW vims, becanse what 1 peticed (rom
the medication tat Sibeagile was get-
Eimgg, 1t wits ut gl engugh o Gght off
Sibongiles illnesses.

wanld not enconrage HIY pstive
people 1o use taditienal medication
becange ey dont help, bot they make
them even worse. As Sihongile wis ot
oetling better even in the hospital she

]

was stopped  Trom
taking antibiotics. |
She was struggling withowl any incal-
ment. 1 asked the doclar about what s
aoiig to lappen after all this. The doe-
tor told me it Sibengile bag 10 sty
with the JC virue becanse ite ineurable.
Al that particolar moment Sibongiles
whole body wos dvsfmetional - caly
her hearl was lunetioning.

Tuking cure of Sibengile allested
aiae o such an extent tat 1 lost my job
Tnst vear, Eventhengh | werked 2 davs
as a demestic worker [ lad 1o go sitin
U Dospital  watching  this  child
Basically the money that 1 depended on
was Bibongiles grant. People wok

advanlage of me chorging o lot of

oy for the Lranggar.

TAC takes government
to court to save
childrens lives

T 21 Angust the Treatment
O dvetion Campaign, De Haroon

Salosjes (0 proonivenl paedia-
tician ol Haragwaisath Hespital sup-
et by mme than 2500 doctars) and
the Childrers Rights Centre Jaunched
an application. i the Pretora High
Court ke force the govermiment to imple-
ment a comprelensive progranune o
nechge mother-lo-child trunsmission of
HIV. The Minister of Healds (Dy banto

Tshabslala-Msimangy sl the MECS

for Health in all mine provinces are
el a8 Tespondents,

More thon 150 children an: bom
with HIY every day in Souih Africa.
They live shorl and miserble Jives,
encoilleiing  respiratory  lnlections,
malnerislnent, diarrhaes and Tungal
infection. Repeated tegular visits 1o
Dt Foecaligies helpe 2 liile, b afler a

sleert Tife with much pain, thess children
die. Seientilic research slows it HIY
transmission W hall these children can
b prevented i de govenutent tingle-
ments a mother-tw-child  mosission
prevention {(MTCTE) programme. The
resaarch dirther shows that MTOTE
through the use of Hevirpine (o drug
that has been registered for this puor-
pose) is sule, ellective, cheap ond sim-
ple 10 administer.

Despite  Bochringer-Ingelheims
offer e e government of Inec
Mevirapine for fve vears, it bag el
o implement such a progromme. TAC
decided to Jaunch due cowrt case only
wller three yeurs of mestings. petilions
and protests wend wnheeded by the gov-
et which has been geonng sci-
ence, scenomics. merality, good plin-
ning, geoded govermance and the i on

contimtd G et g

The court case is about

two issues:

T oThe swte must make
Mevimpine pvilable o women who
have HIV and give birth in the pob-
Tie heailih sestar, b reduge the misk
of HIV ransmission to (eic babics,
af the dector or attendiag wipse feels
this iz neeessary and with the
anfinmed consant of e wanen,

2. The st is obliged to
implement and ser owl clear Gme
Framues for a national programne o
prevent mother-to-child  (ransmis-
siean of HIY, including voluntary
counselling s lesting. antireirovi-
zal herapy and the opdien of using
[omaola milk for feeding,




