IN THE HIGH COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA

(TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL DIVISION)

Case No: 4183/98

In the matter between:

PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURERS' ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA AND OTHERS









and

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA AND OTHERS

AFFIDAVIT

I, the undersigned

HELEN MAKEBESANA

do hereby make oath and say:

1. I am a 27 year old woman residing at B1409, Site C, Khayelitsha. 

2. The facts deposed to in this affidavit are within my knowledge unless it appears to the contrary from the context.

3. I had been suffering from terrible fever and I decided to do an HIV blood test. I was diagnosed with HIV in April 2000.

4. I was very shocked to know that I was HIV positive. I decided to get strong and fight the disease. I got medication at Michael Mapongwana Hospital to slow down the replication of the virus.

5. I am not working and there is no one supporting. My CD4 count has dropped and the doctor advised me to apply for a disability grant to be able to buy some food.

6. In 1986 I did heart surgery because my heart was giving me problems. I used to vomit blood if I run fast. My doctor was worried that my heart problem might re-occur.

7. I am worried now that if my CD4 count goes down I will start developing AIDS and I normally think that if I can have access to treatment I will be able to live longer. I am also worried that if I start experiencing AIDS I will definitely have heart problems.

8. Sometimes I feel sorry and worried by the fact that our campaign is not producing the expected results of cheaper treatments. I don't want people to die because they can't access treatment, I want people to die because it is their time to die.

9. My family has been very supportive and always encourage me to attend TAC activities with the hope that one day treatment will be yesterday's problem not today or tomorrow.

SIGNED ON THIS      DAY OF FEBRUARY 2001 AT

_____________________

HELEN MAKEBESANA

I certify that on this      day of February 2001, in my presence at                             the deponent signed this declaration and declared that she:

a) knew and understood the contents hereof;

b) has no objection to taking this oath;

c) considered this oath to be binding on her conscience and uttered the words "I swear that the contents of this declaration are true, so help me God".

_________________________

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS

