IN THE HIGH COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA

(TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL DIVISION)

Case No: 4183/98

In the matter between:

PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURERS' ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA AND OTHERS









and

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA AND OTHERS

AFFIDAVIT

I, the undersigned

MKHANYISELI MPALALI

do hereby make oath and say:

1. I am a 26 year old male currently residing at 1000 Ndiki Close, New Crossroads, Nyanga, 7755.  I live with my mother, brother and two sisters.

2. The facts deposed to in this affidavit are within my knowledge unless it appears to the contrary from the context.

3. In February 1997 I had swollen glands and was sick. I was examined by the doctor who laid me down on the bed and said that people with lumps sometimes have HIV, and asked me if I want to get tested. I agreed to being tested and on 11 February 1997 I was diagnosed HIV positive.

4. I disclosed my status to may family on the same day. It was difficult for my mother to adjust and accept the situation. My sister also found it difficult to understand and I gave her information on HIV/AIDS to make it easier.

5. I was in Matric in 1996, but because I was sick, I didn't pass. After being diagnosed in 1997, I failed matric again. In 1998 I got sick and had to drop out of school. 

6. I have been doing some casual work at the Cape Argus, but am currently unemployed and depend on my mother for food and clothes.

7. In 1998 I was severely sick. I was unable to walk and went to Jooste Hospital. They transferred me to Groote Schuur Hospital where I was diagnosed as having pneumonia. They gave me treatment and did bone marrow tests. I do not understand what the tests were for. After that I had TB, but I have since finished my TB treatment.

8. My CD4 count has been dropping, in June 2000 it was 187, it is now 145. I do not know what my viral load is, I went for a test, but my doctor said he was not informed of the results. I am scheduled for a viral load test in April only. The doctor said he will try to organise clinical trials for me in December 2000, but I am still waiting.

9. I spend my days taking part in support groups and showing videos at clinics on mother to child transmission of HIV and testing. I am involved in support groups in Crossroads, Samonhle clinic in Philippi and Masencedani clinic in KTC.

10. I know many people who are very sick or have full blown AIDS. I try to do home visits, they want help and their families don't know what to do.  

11. I strongly believe that if there were treatment available, things won't be the way that they are. There is nothing, no treatment, nothing to depend on, and it is hard to survive.

12. Before treatment for TB things were the same, but when it became available, people managed to live. Without treatment people die in larger numbers, but if there were treatment, this number will reduce.

13. I don't agree with what the drug companies are doing. It seems as if they don't care about people and depend of money before people whilst people are dying on the ground.

14. Many people also die because they don't have access to generic drugs or fluconazole. At the moment there is no fluconazole and people die because of opportunistic infections. If there were treatment for opportunistic infections, people would manage to survive, but high prices makes it difficult.

SIGNED ON THIS      DAY OF FEBRUARY 2001 AT

_____________________

MKHANYISELI MPALALI

I certify that on this      day of February 2001, in my presence at                             the deponent signed this declaration and declared that he:

a) knew and understood the contents hereof;

b) has no objection to taking this oath;

c) considered this oath to be binding on his conscience and uttered the words "I swear that the contents of this declaration are true, so help me God".

_________________________

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS
