IN THE HIGH COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA

(TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL DIVISION)

Case No: 4183/98

In the matter between:

PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURERS' ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA AND OTHERS









and

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA AND OTHERS

AFFIDAVIT

I, the undersigned

THANDEKA MANTSHI

do hereby make oath and say:

1. I am a 30 year old woman living at 41138 Makhaza, Khayelitsha. I am not married and have two children, the elder one is 16 years old and the other on is three years old. 

2. The facts deposed to in this affidavit are within my knowledge unless it appears to the contrary from the context.

3. I was diagnosed HIV positive in 1995 after I had shingles and the doctor advised me to go for a HIV blood test, the results were positive.

4. At first I did not want to believe that and I became very reserved. Later I decided to tell my sister and I accepted the situation.

5. In 1998 I became pregnant but unfortunately when I was three months pregnant the father of my child died from an accident. My baby was born HIV positive, it was very bad because at that time there was no mother to child transmission (MTCT) prevention programme. 

6. Because of the fact that when I was sick my child also became sick, the doctor decided to do some HIV blood test and they discovered that she is also HIV positive. At that time she was one year old.

7. I was informed by our counsellor Leticia about drug trials. I decided to go and do them and became much better. My baby has also improved tremendously. I would definitely say that the drugs which they used in that trial worked wonders for me.

8. It is very painful for me to see my child suffering from the same illness like mine and I think that if the MTCT prevention programme had been implemented, my baby wouldn't be HIV positive.

9. I would be very happy if we (me and my baby) could have access to treatment to help us live longer and more healthier lives.

10. It pains me to see people suffering and some die because they can't afford treatments because of their prices. I would be very happy if pharmaceutical companies could give us the treatment at cheaper prices. Most people who are living with AIDS are unemployed and we can't even buy something to eat, so how can we pay for expensive treatments.

SIGNED ON THIS      DAY OF FEBRUARY 2001 AT

___________________

THANDEKA MANTSHI

I certify that on this      day of February 2001, in my presence at                             the deponent signed this declaration and declared that she:

a) knew and understood the contents hereof;

b) has no objection to taking this oath;

c) considered this oath to be binding on her conscience and uttered the words "I swear that the contents of this declaration are true, so help me God".

_________________________

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS

