IN THE HIGH COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA

(TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL DIVISION)

Case No: 4183/98

In the matter between:

PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURERS' ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA AND OTHERS









and

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA AND OTHERS

AFFIDAVIT

I, the undersigned

NOMFUNDO DUBULA

do hereby make oath and say:

1. I am a 27 year old woman residing at F769, Magqaza Street, Khayelitsha. I have two children, Xola (11 years) and Okuhle (9 years). 

2. The facts deposed to in this affidavit are within my knowledge unless it appears to the contrary from the context.

3. In 1999 I was pregnant and interested in the Mother to child transmission (MTCT) prevention project in Khayelitsha. I volunteered to have my blood tested and was diagnosed with HIV.

4. Knowing my status was very difficult and I told my boyfriend, who went for testing but was fortunately negative.

5. During my 8th month of pregnancy I received AZT of 3 doses twice daily. When I went into labour I received 3 AZT tablets every 3 hours. I gave birth to my child and did not receive any further treatment, only formula milk.

6. My viral load when I was pregnant was 850, one year afterwards in October 2000 my CD4 Count was 1066. The doctor said I was healthy and don't have to take any more vitamins. 

7. Until the end of 2000 I was a teacher. I was not open about my status at school because I knew they would discriminate against me. When the school found out about my status, they terminated my contract.

8. I see many people who don't know about HIV and treatments. It would be good if the government could implement MTCT all over. The government would also save more on treatment in the long run if MTCT prevention projects was established nationwide since many lives would be saved.

9. If the government makes available generic antiretrovirals to people with HIV who need it, it would mean that mothers would be able to live longer with their children and the government will not have to look after their children.

10. It is not nice living with HIV, knowing that it is a killer disease, and having no hope for medicines. The government must do something immediately.

11. If drug companies were fair with people with the virus and not profiteering, they could allow the government to make generic medicines. The companies are discriminating against us as persons living with HIV/AIDS, we are people. The drug companies must give our government support and not take them to court.

12. People in Khayelitsha are dying in large numbers and no treatment is available. If the government can increase the health budget so that it improves the health care system and build hospitals focussing on HIV it will be great.

13. Xola is living with me and he always says sympathetic things, but I know he is worried about who will look after him. He tells others that one day he will lose his mother and who will then wash him, look after him and take him to school. 

SIGNED ON THIS      DAY OF FEBRUARY 2001 AT

_____________________

NOMFUNDO DUBULA

I certify that on this      day of February 2001, in my presence at                             the deponent signed this declaration and declared that she:

a) knew and understood the contents hereof;

b) has no objection to taking this oath;

c) considered this oath to be binding on her conscience and uttered the words "I swear that the contents of this declaration are true, so help me God".

_________________________

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS

