IN THE HIGH COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA

(TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL DIVISION)

Case No: 4183/98

In the matter between:

PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURERS' ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA AND OTHERS









and

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA AND OTHERS

AFFIDAVIT

I, the undersigned

NTOMBOZUKO KHWAZA

do hereby make oath and say:

1. I am a 32 year old woman living at NY 61 No 2, Guguletu, Cape Town. 
2. The facts deposed to in this affidavit are within my knowledge unless it appears to the contrary from the context.

3. When I was diagnosed HIV positive in 1998, I could not believe it.  I fainted and only woke up two hours later.  Even though I received counselling, I was very depressed.  It was too difficult to deal with.

4. My family knows about my HIV status and have become very supportive.  In the beginning it was hard for them to deal with it.

5. About one year later, I was transferred to Somerset Hospital where I was put on treatment.  My viral load count dropped almost immediately, while my CD4 count shot up from 37 to 147.

6. Having been put on this treatment, my life has improved a lot.  My friends who are HIV positive but who don’t get any treatment, are not so lucky.  They get sick more often that what I do.  It’s very unfair.

7. I don’t know what I will do when the treatment is finished.  My father supports our whole family and won’t be able to pay for my treatment.

8. I wish that everyone in South Africa who is HIV positive can get access to affordable treatment.  I therefore support the government in trying to get cheaper medicine for people like me. 

SIGNED ON THIS      DAY OF FEBRUARY 2001 AT

_______________________

NTOMBOZUKO KHWAZA

I certify that on this      day of February 2001, in my presence at                             the deponent signed this declaration and declared that she:

a) knew and understood the contents hereof;

b) has no objection to taking this oath;

c) considered this oath to be binding on her conscience and uttered the words "I swear that the contents of this declaration are true, so help me God".

_________________________

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS

