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9th June 2000

Dear friends

URGENT APPEAL FOR DONATIONS – BIG OR SMALL

The HIV/AIDS Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) was launched on Human Rights Day in December 1998. TAC aims to build a multi-organisational movement that will:

· Raise public understanding about HIV infection and medicines that can treat and prevent illnesses associated with HIV and AIDS;

· Campaign for pharmaceutical companies to drastically reduce the prices of life-saving and life-improving essential medicines, including anti-retroviral drugs;

· Campaign for the South African government to devise and implement an effective drug access programme for people with HIV/AIDS, linked to the transformation of the public health service.

TAC has already won substantial support and recognition for its efforts nationally and internationally. For example, it has been formally endorsed by the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU), with nearly two million members, and the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions with over 100 million member! 

In 1999 TAC won an award from the South African National NGO Coalition (SANGOCO) for its advocacy. Judge Edwin Cameron described TAC as having: 

“given a life-enhancing focus to the PWA movement [in South Africa].  For four million South Africans living with HIV who have no present access to treatment, the TAC has offered a focus for their activism, a channel for their energy, and an outlet for well-justified anger about the awesome spread of HIV infection.”

The National Committee of TAC has taken a resolution not to accept funding from either pharmaceutical companies or the South African government. But, TAC’s ability to sustain its campaign and contribute fully to the prevention and treatment of HIV in South Africa is dependent on its ability to raise funds.

At this point TAC has less than R50 000 (US$8 000) in its bank account! It is fast running out of funds! In the short term it needs money to mobilise South Africans to join the Global March for Access to Treatment on July 9th. T-shirts and posters must be printed. Busses to bring affected people in from local townships need to be booked and paid for. In the medium and longer term TAC aims to create better understanding about HIV and treatment amongst affected people and to continue its advocacy and campaigns for affordable treatment.

We therefore appeal to you to contribute to TAC’s campaign fund. Either make a direct donation into TAC’s bank account (details below), or contact Mr Mark Heywood, TAC’s national fundraiser. All donations will be acknowledged and financial statements and auditors reports will be provided on request.

Banking Details:

Name – Treatment Action Campaign (TAC)

Bank – Nedbank

Branch – Braamfontein, Johannesburg

Code – 195 – 005

Account number – 1950 51 2738

Type – current

Swift number: NEDSZAJJ
Contact details:

Mr Mark Heywood

Head: AIDS Law Project

Private bag 3

Wits University

Johannesburg

2050

South Africa

125ma3he@solon.law.wits.ac.za
Ph: 27 11 403 6918

Fax: 27 11 403 2341

Further details about TAC can be gathered from the organisation’s web-site at: www.tac.org.za
We thank you in advance.

Yours in the campaign for health and human dignity

Jody Kollapen



Farid Esak

SA Human Rights Commissioner

SA Commission on Gender Equality

TAC Trustee




TAC trustee

Ms Phumi Mtetwa

Co-secretary General, International Lesbian and Gay Association

TAC Trustee
